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Spelling Assessment Instructions   
For this assessment assignment, you may work in pairs, small groups (4-5), or individually to administer the spelling assessment to a 3rd or 4th grade class.  (Spelling lists and forms to complete are provided.)

Purpose: 

The purpose of this class assessment is threefold.  

( First, such an evaluation allows you to see the range of spelling development across a single class. (This information can be used to establish instructional groups. These measures, if given both early and late in the year, can provide reliable evidence of growth.) 

( Second, such an evaluation allows you—if checked against reading performance—to see relationships between word knowledge as represented in both spelling and reading ability.

( Third, by analyzing error features at students’ instructional levels you can determine what features are being “used but confused” and thus are appropriate for word study.

Grade 3: Use lists 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Read each word, use it in a sentence, and repeat the word. 

Grade 4: Use lists 2, 3, 4, and 5.  Read each word, use it in a sentence, and repeat the word.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Qualitative Inventory of Word Knowledge (Schlagal, 2003)
Level 1
trap

bed

when

wish

sister 

girl

drop

bump

drive

plane

ship

bike


Level 2
train

thick

chase

trapped

dress

queen

cloud

short

year

shopping

cool

stuff


Level 3
scream

noise

stepping

count

careful

chasing

batter

caught

thirsty

trust

knock

send


Level 4

popped

plastic

cable

gazed

cozy

scurry

preparing

stared 

slammed

cabbage

gravel

sudden

Level 5

explosion


justice

compare

settlement

measure

suffering

needle

preserve

honorable

lunar

offered

normal

Level 6
mental

commotion

declaration

musician

dredge

violence

wreckage

decision

impolite

acknowledge

conceive

introduction
Name______________________

1.__________________________

2.__________________________

3.__________________________

4.__________________________

5.__________________________

6.__________________________

7.__________________________

8.__________________________

9.__________________________

10._________________________

11._________________________

12._________________________

Grade_______

13._________________________

14._________________________

15._________________________

16._________________________

17._________________________

18._________________________

19._________________________

20._________________________

21._________________________

22._________________________

23._________________________

24._________________________

25._________________________

26._________________________

27._________________________

28._________________________

29._________________________

30._________________________

31._________________________

32._________________________

33._________________________

34._________________________

35._________________________

36._________________________

37._________________________

38._________________________

39._________________________

40._________________________

41._________________________

42._________________________

43._________________________

44._________________________

45._________________________

46._________________________

47._________________________

48._________________________

Scoring the Qualitative Inventory

Grade each of the students’ spelling tests.  EACH LIST IS SCORED SEPARATELY.  For example, list 1 will receive a score; list 2 will receive a score, and so on.  Score them right or wrong, marking each error. Please use “circles” not “X’s” when grading and write the CORRECT word BESIDE the child’s incorrect word.  Based on the number correct, determine the percentage correct (and thus instructional level) by using the guide below:

Scoring Guide for QIWK

Number of e SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1rrors   
1
2
3
4
5
6



________________________________________________

% off per error
 
8         17        25        33       42        50
#
 
7
8
9
10
11
12



________________________________________________

%

58
67
75
83
92
100

Independent level: 11-12 words correct

Instructional level: 5-10 words correct

Frustration level: 4 or fewer words correct

Interpreting and Determining Groupings: 
1)  When instructional levels have been determined, place student names in the columns in the Word Study Grouping sheet (below) by the lists at which they are instructional (use the highest level at which they were instructional). If there are students who only have a frustration level score on the lowest level list (and no instructional level score on any list), place their names in the below lowest instructional level column. For students who have only independent level scores on the lists administered, place their names in the above highest instructional level column. 
2)  Consult with the teacher to see how well these groupings correspond with her grouping of students by reading ability.  That is, are the low spellers also the low readers in the class?  Conversely, are the high spellers the high readers in the class?  You will be asked to write a brief discussion of your findings in which you will summarize the range and levels and how these scores compare to the teacher’s thoughts about the reading levels.  Were you surprised by the range and knowing so, what is your general impression of the class?  Do you have any recommendations for instruction of these students?  Also, choose a group of students (about the same level), and describe the features that they are missing (error types).  Decide on an area of word study focus for this group and explain why you think that should be the focus.  NOTE:  On page 8 of this document is a blank page for you to write your summary. It is part of the 2 page document that will be submitted to TaskStream. ( 

Word Study Grouping:  Instructional Levels for QIWK

Enter the child’s name in the column reflecting his/her highest instructional level. Use the scoring guide from the previous page. 
	Instructional Level _____
	Instructional Level _____
	Instructional Level _____
	Instructional Level _____
	ABOVE Highest Instructional Level
	BELOW Lowest Instructional Level

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


After you have scored each student’s spelling paper and used the worksheet provided on the previous page, then record their names and scores in the class chart provided (see below).  Make sure to complete all parts of the chart.  Student names should be in RANK ORDER from highest to lowest.  
If a student is instructional above what was tested write above ___ (highest level tested), if below lowest level tested write below ___ (lowest level tested). 

Here is an example:
	Name
	List 

1
	List 

2
	List 

3
	List 

4
	Instructional

Level

	Mike
	100
	100
	100
	92
	Above 4th


	Sirena
	100
	100
	83
	58
	4th


	Christopher
	92
	83
	42
	25
	3rd


	Yamilet
	50
	25
	8
	0
	Below 2nd



(NOTE:

1.  Please see below for the forms (student chart and summary of your findings) to submit to TaskStream. 

2. You will need to PRINT all of these forms (3 total) and turn into me along with your graded copies of the students’ spelling tests on Tuesday, April 28th .
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Complete this form, save it, and submit it to TaskStream.

Qualitative Inventory of Word Knowledge

Name(s) of Examiner(s):__________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
School: _______________________________________________________________________
Grade Level Tested: __________________ Number of Students Tested:___________________
Teacher’s Name: _________________________
	Name
	List ___
	List ___
	List ___
	List ___
	Instructional

Level

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Summary of Findings:
6

