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Reading Poetry Aloud
Review (2-3 minutes):  Ask student if they have read poetry aloud before and how it made them feel.  This lesson will provide guidance for reading poetry aloud.  Many students will agree that having a minilesson on how to read poetry will greatly improve their confidence in reading poetry aloud.  This will be the third lesson in the Improving Your Poetry Unit
Introduction (5-7 minutes): Reading poetry aloud can be nerve-wracking and miserable if a person has never been told how to read poems aloud. Even students who enjoy poetry may need improvement in oral presentation of poems. This lesson gives students tips on how to read poetry aloud to an audience.  They can begin the lesson by writing in their journal what they think is the best and worst parts about reading poetry aloud and why they feel that way.   The teacher can collect these journals to read after class. 
Points/Objectives:  
· Students will take an active role in formal poetry readings (NC ELA Goal 1).

· Students will analyze their own progress and evaluate their emerging levels of confidence in reading poetry aloud (NC ELA Goal 1).

· Students will gain an increased fluency in verbally presenting poetry (NC ELA Goal 5).

· Students will apply conventions of grammar and language through oral presentations of poetry (NC ELA Goal 6).

· Students will feel more comfortable reading their own work aloud and sharing with the class.

Materials Needed: Several books of poetry, copies of poems to practice on collectively (Suggestions: Swimming Upstream, Kristine O’Connell George; The Complete Collected Poems of Maya Angelou, Maya Angelou; Where The Sidewalk Ends, Shel Silverstein; etc.)
Guided Practice (15 minutes):  The lesson should begin with the teacher reading a poem to the students that they do not have a copy of.  After reading it, tell the students there are certain techniques to reading a poem aloud.  
Which Lunch Table?

Where do I sit?

All my friends

from last year

have changed;

my world is

f r a c t u r e d

l o p s i d e d

r e a r r a n g e d.

Where do I fit?

Nothing is clear.

Can already tell

this will be

a jigsaw year.

-Kristine O’Connell George


Teacher: “The first way to improve you ability to read poems aloud is to speak loud, without yelling.  The reader must be sure they can be heard clearly by their audience”.  The teacher may want to model reading the same beginning poem very quietly to show students why it is important to speak up.  After each technique the teacher should model the good and bad version of the tip, so they can see how each individual point can make or break a reading.  Teacher: “You should always talk slowly while reading, so your audience can hear each word of the poem.  The next point is to speak clearly in a plain voice.  Most poetry does not need to be acted out for the audience to understand the meaning.  Also, when someone is reading poetry, they should only pause at punctuation marks, not the ends of each line”.  Reading the sample poem like this will show students how choppy it can sound when the reader stops for every line.  Teacher: “The best way to read a poem well is to read the poem a few times in practice. This way you are comfortable with the words and language in the poem”.
Independent Practice (remainder of class):  Students should go through the resources provided in the classroom or library to find a poem they really like.  The teacher may want to give students suggestions for authors or forms of poems to read.  Practice reading the poem for the remainder of the class period with a partner.  Give suggestions to each other about ways to improve the presentation. 
Closure/Expectations:  Students should choose a poem they have written in the last few days. They can consider the feedback they have received from the teacher and their peers to decide which poem they think is their best. The students should practice reading their poem aloud and be prepared to read it in the next class period.  This allows a lot of time to look up words and practice in privacy.  Students will be chosen randomly (maybe names drawn from a hat) to read their poems over the course of the next week; and every student will be expected to read a poem to the class.  
