
Punctuation of Short and Long or Complete Works

AnnaMarie Head
Purpose: The purpose of this mini-lesson is to help students distinguish between the punctuation required for short and long works.  This skill will be useful to them as they continue their writing at the high school level and through higher education.

Materials: Student creativity, students’ journals, overhead and pens or blackboard and chalk, basket with titles of songs, television series, short or long poems, books, or episodes of radio programs

Total Time: ~ 25-45 minutes



Instructional Conversation/Interactive Lecture ~ 15 minutes



Group Interaction ~ 10 minutes



“Punctuated Charades” ~ 20 minutes (optional)

Objectives:
NCSCOS: 6th, 7th, 8th grade Competency Goal 6.01: “Demonstrate an understanding of conventional written and spoken expression by using a variety of sentence types correctly, punctuating them properly, and avoiding fragments and run-ons.



NCTE: Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.

Responsiveness: Young adolescents grow at an astonishing rate; one of the effects of this rapid growth is a reduced ability to focus.  The physical changes that are taking place inside of them and the changes that are taking place around them socially occupy many of their thoughts.  As a result, teachers must create strategies that help students remember the information they learn in class.  The game that takes place within this mini-lesson allows students to move around while also providing a fun strategy for them to remember how to punctuate short and long works.

Yearly Fit: This mini-lesson fits well when students are planning on writing something that involves including the title of a short or long literary work.  If teachers find that students are having trouble with short or long work punctuation, whether they have taught the material or not, this mini-lesson is a good refresher and also a good introductory lesson.

Related Mini-Lessons:  Capitalization of words in titles of short and long works

Resources: 

Connors, R. and Lunsford, A. (1999). Quotation Marks. In Easywriter: A Pocket Guide 


(23b., p.94). Italics. In Easywriter: A Pocket Guide. (27a., pp.107-108). Boston: 


Bedford/St. Martin’s.

Script: Good morning!  Y’all have been doing an absolutely wonderful job on your individual writing assignments.  Please take out your notebooks and turn to the Conventions/Skills section.  In looking over your papers over the last couple of days I noticed that many of you are having trouble distinguishing between the punctuation to use when noting short and long work titles.  What do you think I mean when I refer to something as a “work”?  (Allow students to come up to the board and write their thoughts concerning a “work.”  Ask students to clarify what they mean.  Student answers may include poetry, songs, and books.)  Y’all came up with some very good ideas.  Works include the following, please write these down: short poems, short stories, books, articles, choreographic works, films, videos, long musical works, essays, long poems, magazines, journals, newspapers, paintings and sculptures, pamphlets, songs, sections of books, plays, radio series, recordings, episodes of television, software, radio programs, and television series.  Within your own writing it is important to punctuate the titles of these works correctly so your readers can distinguish between them and be able to identify them.  


Please break up into your different groups.  (Assume you have twenty-four students with three students in each group.)  Groups two, four, six, and eight, I want you to go through the list you’ve just written down and determine which on the list would be classified short works.  Groups one, three, five, and seven I want you to go through the list and tell me which one works would be categorized as long.  Once your groups have decided what works belong in what category I want you to begin brainstorming as to what actually classifies these works as short or long.  What distinguishes the two?  You have five minutes to do this.  (Time five minutes while circling around the room to make sure the groups stay on task; then call the class back into order.)  Alright, take a minute to decide on who you want to be the spokesperson for your group.  I want the eight spokespeople to come up to the front.  Speaking to the spokespeople: I want the four of you who were working on the list of short works to talk for about two minutes and then make a list on the board of what works make up the short list.  The four of you who were working on the long list, I need y’all to work together to compile the works you think make up the long list.  Speaking to the groups: I need the even numbered groups to get together and compile their lists of characteristics that define short works.  I need the odd numbered groups to get together and compile their list of characteristics that define the long works.  (Teacher should check the lists to make sure the works have been listed correctly and after five minutes bring the class back together again.)  The lists on the board are correct; please write them in your notebook under the correct listing.  Make sure you also write down what the groups share about the characteristics of short and long works.  Who in the short works group wants to share the characteristics of short works?  (Some answers to characteristics of short works: parts of a whole and short in length.  Teacher should write these where students can see them [overhead or the blackboard].)  Who would like to share in the group that determined the characteristics of long works?  (Some answers to characteristics of long works: the whole as opposed to a part of the whole and the work is long.  Teachers should write these down as well.)  Y’all did a great job in determining short and long works and how they are distinguished “short” and “long.”


We will now play a game that will hopefully make what you have learned stick in your brains.  I want groups one through four to be the A-team and groups five through eight to be Q, like in Star Trek.  Both teams exhibit strength and knowledge, but who will win is up to you.  This game is a lot like charades, but there are some changes that have taken place.  First you need to delegate roles to some of the members in your group; you will need an honest scorekeeper and a spokesperson, all of the other group members will take turns acting out the works.  The scorekeeper will keep two scores, whether his/her spokesperson stated the correct punctuation of the written title of the work to be acted out and also whether his/her team correctly guessed the work that was acted out.  The scorekeeper will also be responsible for keeping the time.  The spokesperson will be the voice for the whole group, he/she may consult with the group first and should be open to any and all ideas.  All actors must be familiar with the punctuation used for short and long works.  What will happen is that one of the actors will come to me and draw a work out of my basket or works.  The work drawn will be distinguished as either long or short, but the actor must correctly tell me the punctuation for that work before beginning.  The actor will then stand in front of your group and give the cue that he/she is about to act out either a song, television series, short or long poem, book, or episodes of radio programs.  After clarifying with the actor what type of work he/she will be portraying, the spokesperson must then say the punctuation used to note the written title of that work.  The actor cannot continue with the game of charades until the group has determined the correct punctuation for that work.  After this has been determined, the actor has one minute to act out the work, and the group has one minute to guess the title of the work before moving on to the next actor and the next work title charade.  The two teams’ purpose is to do as well as they can, but they are also competing against each other.  Whichever team has the most points after fifteen minutes will win and be crowned the charades champs.

Short Works
· 
Short poems

· 

Short stories

· 

Articles

· 

Essays


· 

Songs

· 

Section of books

· 

Episodes of television

· 

Episodes of radio programs

Long Works
· 
Books

· 

Choreographic works

· 

Films

· 

Videos

· 

Long musical works

· 

Long poems

· 

Magazines

· 

Journals

· 

Newspapers

· 

Paintings and sculpture

· 

Pamphlets

· 

Plays

· 

Radio series

· 

Recordings

· 

Software

· 

Television series


