Listen to the Details

Victoria Anderson

Materials:  chalk board or overhead, ask students previous day to bring a unique object small enough to fit into a paper lunch bag.  

Time Required:  approximately 25 to 30 minutes

Objectives:  

NCSCS Standards: 

Competency Goal 6 (7th Grade):  The learner will apply conventions of application of grammar and language usage.    

Purpose of Mini Lesson:  When writing, using descriptive details is often difficult.  When looking for a different word in a thesaurus, students often choose the wrong type of word to describe something.  This exercise will help students think about different adjectives that are uncommonly used to describe objects.  This lesson starts off description exercises easy.  Taking one thing at a time and concentrating on that one thing will make students see how well they can describe something.  I would use this lesson at the beginning of the year when students are about to start writing personal narratives and types of writing that use a lot of description.  

Activity:  The class will begin with a discussion on adjectives and description.  As a class, students will call out good adjectives.  No colors or obvious descriptive words such as “small or big” will be accepted.  These words will be written on the overhead or chalkboard for everyone to see.  

Students are asked to bring a unique object to class without telling or showing anyone their object.  Students will place these objects into a bag of any type.  The teacher will then go around the room, and students will choose an object from the bag, but keeping it a secret as much as possible.  Students will study their object and write a descriptive paragraph on their object without stating what it is.  They will use words that the class came up with in the beginning of class as well as others they think of on their own.  The teacher will then come around again and collect the objects.  The objects will all be placed in the front of the classroom for all to see.  Students will now be asked to read aloud their description, and other students will guess which the object is being described.  

Script:  Good morning class.  I hope that all of you remembered to bring your unique objects.  Please keep them hidden.  I am going to come around the room and if you would place them in this bag. Don’t look in.  (Walk around and collect objects).  

(Back in front of room).  Okay so now let’s talk about description.  (Ask similar questions to these:)  

What makes a good description?  

Can you always picture what the author tells you about?  

What makes their description so vivid?   

(Give the answer that the teacher is looking for).  A good description uses real details.  Details that you cannot only see, but you can feel, smell, and remember.  What would be some good description words?  (Write responses on the board or overhead).  Alright, good job.  I think we have a good collection here of some great description words.  I am going to come around now again, and this time; please take an object from the bag.   Please again, keep it a secret. (Go around the room, allowing each student to pick an object).

Now that we all have our object, we are going to take these words on the board and whatever other descriptive words you like to describe your object.  If you would please take out a piece of paper and pencil and begin your description.  I would like this to be about four to five sentences.  You are not allowed to use colors or ordinary descriptive words.  Don’t tell or show anyone your object because it will just ruin the whole game.  I’ll give you about ten minutes to write.  I have an object too, and it might be yours.  

(Allow time to write and pick objects back up from the students.  Place the objects in front of the classroom for all to see.  When students look finished proceed.)

I will go first now, (give your description of the object you chose from the bag).  Now if this is your object and you know what it is, don’t say anything yet.  Let’s see if anyone else in the class can figure it out.  Who would like to make a guess?  Look carefully at the objects, which one am I describing?  (Students will guess and then the next student will share his description and the class will guess).   

This lesson was to teach you to use unique words when describing something. 

For homework, I would like you to describe your dinner to me.  Write me a short paragraph about what it looked like and what it tasted like.  When we read these in class tomorrow, I want my tummy rumbling.  

