Possessive Apostrophes

Aaron Bridges

Purpose:  The purpose of this minilesson is to help students understand this difficult grammar concept.  In this minilesson, students will learn how to use apostrophes in order to make certain words into plural.  

Objectives:

NCSCS: 8th grade

Competency Goal 6: The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.

6.02 Continue to identify and edit errors in spoken and written English by:

· Using correct spelling of words appropriate in difficulty for eighth graders and refining mastery of an individualized list of commonly misspelled words.

Time required: 15-20 minutes

Materials Needed:

Overhead copy of “possessive poster” 





Students who are eager to learn

Script:

Good morning, ya’ll!!  I hope everyone read the chapter in your grammar book last night for homework.  I’m sure you all did, and you might have a few questions from the chapter.  Don’t worry, we’re going to take care of your questions and maybe address some things you didn’t think of.  From your reading last night can anyone tell me what a possessive singular noun is?  

I’ll wait for a few seconds and the resume the class.  The definition is “any noun that can possess an object or quality, by adding ‘s.  For example:






Aaron’s truck is nice.






Toyota’s best






The cat’s meow

When a word ends in –es, like bridges, the word can be made to have possession by adding a ‘ to the end of the word to make “bridges’”.  

There are exceptions to the rule, as usual.  The exceptions occur when dealing with ancient proper names that end in –es and -is, for example:






Moses’ Laws, Isis’ temple

Let’s pick which one is correct: (this can go on the board)

*Mr. Bridges’ truck is silver.



That old womans car is stopped.

Mr. Bridgeses truck is silver



*That old woman’s car is stopped.

Mr. Bridges’es truck is silver.



That old womans’ car is stopped.

Adams apple






Eddies wrist was broken

*Adam’s apple





Eddies’ wrist was broken.

Adamses apple





*Eddie’s wrist was broken.

I will ask students if they have any questions; then entertain the questions and answer the questions as best as I can.  Afterwards I will address issues of “its” and “it’s”.


The easiest way to remember the difference between the two is to think of the apostrophe as a divider of the word, to make “it’s” into “it is”, and without the apostrophe the word is merely “its” al by itself.  

Finally I will ask if there are any last questions and students will be allowed to write for the remaining time in class using some of the new skills they have just learned.  

