ADVANCE \d4
Spelling Is Always Counted 

Skill/Convention Minilesson

ADVANCE \d4Purpose:
ADVANCE \d4The purpose of this lesson is to inform students of why knowing how to spell is important. Why spell check is a tool to be used, but not depended on exclusively.  Holding our selves accountable for our own vocabulary. Introduce how and why our vocabulary words are chosen. 
State Objectives

1.03 Interact appropriately in group settings by:  

Listening attentively.

Showing empathy.

Contributing relevant comments connecting personal experiences to content.

Monitoring own understanding of the discussion and seeking clarification as needed. 

6.02Identify and edit errors in spoken and written English by:

producing final drafts that demonstrated accurate spelling and the correct use of punctuation and capitalization.

National Standards: 6

Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g. spelling and punctuation)

ADVANCE \d4Materials Needed: 
ADVANCE \d4Dictionaries 

ADVANCE \d4Time Required:
ADVANCE \d4Twenty minutes for the complete lesson. About eight minutes for the transparency. Seven minutes to create our class vocabulary list. 
Procedure:
The first five minutes conduct the “Spelling War.” Give everyone a dictionary. Call out a word from the list and have them all look it up the first one to find it goes to the board writes the word and the definition. 

ADVANCE \d4Pass out dictionaries.

ADVANCE \d4We are going to have a spelling war. I am going to call out a word and all of you are going to look it up in the dictionary.  The first one to find it goes to the board and spells it out. 

ADVANCE \d4Play game. 

ADVANCE \d4What do we use dictionaries for? ( spelling words, definitions, pronunciations). Good. How many of you have looked up a word in the dictionary when you needed one of those things. ( Most hands should raise.) Why is spelling important? (So people will know what word you are trying to say. Because if you misspell words the reader may not understand what they are reading.)

ADVANCE \d4That’s right. There are many unspoken agreements between writers and readers. One of them is spelling. If a word is misspelled then it distracts the reader from the text. If this happens too often then the reader is liable to quite reading that piece of writing. If you were reading a book that had a lot of misspelled words in it what would you think? (Various answers, one I’m looking for the writer isn’t very smart.) If there is a lot of incorrect spelling then the reader may question if the writer really knows what they are talking about. What are some different tools we can use to spell better? ( Spell check, thesaurus, other people). Yes all of these things are resources but we must be careful when we use our friends to help us spell. First of all we do not want to disturb others while they are working. Secondly another person could misspell the word as well.  Why should you be careful when you use spell check?  (A word could be spelled right but misused).  Right, spell check is a good resource but you should never fully rely on it.  

When we write first drafts, spelling isn’t so important because you are the only one who sees that piece of writing. In a first draft your main purpose it to get you ideas across on paper. On your second draft all errors in spelling a grammar should be corrected. If you know how to spell the words you use then it will take you less time to write your second draft and you can concentrate more on the content. At the same time, however, you don’t want to not use a word because you don’t know how to spell it.  Have you ever used a word that wasn’t exactly what you wanted to say, because you didn’t know how to spell the one you did want to use?  (Some of the students should respond affirmatively.)  As a writer you always want to use the best words to express your ideas.  

What is a word that you have trouble spelling right now? (Include one you yourself have trouble spelling. Make a list with everyone contributing at least one word.) This list will become our spelling list for the week. Every week we will make a list of words that we have trouble spelling. Our spelling words will help us broaden our vocabulary and help us write better. These are a few suggested words for the Spelling War.

ADVANCE \d4Spelling War
ADVANCE \d4Dignity

ADVANCE \d4Psychology

ADVANCE \d4Manhattan

ADVANCE \d4Information 

ADVANCE \d4Wednesday

ADVANCE \d4Logical

ADVANCE \d4Grammar

ADVANCE \d4Appalachian

ADVANCE \d4Tonsils 

· I would do this lesson early in the year.  Probably with in the first days of school.  

· A great follow up lesson could discuss thesaurus use.

