Mapping and Graphic Organizers

Felicia Burgess

8th Grade

Time Needed:

15- 20 Minutes

Materials Needed:

· Overhead Projector

· Vis a Vis Markers

· Overhead Transparency of Story Pyramid

· Handout of Short Story: Bill, Bingo and Bram By:  Chris Maitland
Objectives:

N.C English Language Arts Curriculum

Competency Goal 2:  The learner will use and evaluate information from a variety of sources.

2.01 Analyze and evaluate informational materials that are read, heard, and or viewed by summarizing information, determining the importance of information, making connections, drawing inferences, and extending ideas.


2.02 Create a research product in both written and presentational form by determing purpose, audience, and context.

Competency Goal 4:  The learner will continue to refine critical thinking skills and apply criteria to evaluate text and multimedia.


4.01 Analyze the purpose of the author or creator and the impact of that purpose by evaluating the underlying assumptions of the author/creator.

Competency Goal 5:  The learner will respond to various literary genres using interpretive and evaluative processes.


5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive reading program by analyzing the effects of elements such as plot, theme, characterization, style, mood, and tone.  


NCTE English Language Arts

3.  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers ad writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features.

12.  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes.

Purpose:

The purpose of this mini lesson is to show students alternative methods of understanding literature. To demonstrate a particular strategy known as mapping I have chosen a story pyramid to complete with my students on the overhead projector.  I have also chosen a short story entitled Bill, Bingo and Bram.  The students will be given time to read this story in its entirety and then complete the story pyramid as a class. The story pyramid is a way for us as a class to discuss the main character, setting, and events.  Through practice students should become comfortable using mapping strategies not only for reading but for prewriting activities as well.

Script:  

Today we are going to look at a new strategy that will help us to be more comprehensive readers.  This strategy is known as mapping.  We will begin by reading a short story entitled Bill, Bingo and Bram.  I am going to pass out a copy to each of you.  Please take the next 10 minutes to read this and then we will discuss it as a class.
Is everyone done reading?  Good.  The overhead that we are looking at is what is referred to as a story pyramid.  This pyramid can be completed by reading a short story or a novel and the story can be fiction or nonfiction.  John, can you tell me who the main character is?  What led you to make that assumption?  Good.
*I will continue my way through number 8 in much the same way.  Each line will be thoroughly discussed and the students will be expected to provide reasoning for their answers so that I may be able to assess their understanding of the new strategy presented.
