To Capitalize or not to capitalize
by Lisa Clontz



Purpose:  
The purpose of this lesson is to inform students of the importance of capitalization rules that apply not only to their schoolwork, but also to their every day lives. It is also important for students to understand the difference between common and proper nouns and why proper nouns start with capital letters.  

I would probably teach this lesson at the beginning of the year or right before starting the writing workshops. It can also be taught once the workshops have begun and it is obvious that some students are struggling with the concept of capitalization.

Materials Needed:

· Pencil

· Writing workshop notebooks

· Newspapers

· Highlighters (blue, pink)

· Transparency 

· Markers (Transparency)

Time Required:

· 15 – 20 minutes

(Transparency activity – 6 minutes)

(Newspaper activity – 8 minutes)

(Wrap-up/questions – 4 minutes)

Objectives:

NCSCS Language Arts
· Competency Goal 6  - The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.

6.02 Identify and edit errors in spoken 

             and written English

· Producing final drafts that demonstrate accurate spelling and the correct use of punctuation and capitalization.

NCTE – English Language Arts

· Standard 6 – Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print text.
Script:

Who can tell me why we have capitalization rules? Do we really need to capitalize some words? What do you think an article would look like that did not utilize any capitalization? Would it be easy to read? Why? 

Today we are going to learn the importance of capitalizing and not capitalizing words. Hopefully this will be a refresher for most of you. First, we are going to look at common and proper nouns. Who can tell me what a common noun is?  ---- Who can tell me what a proper noun is?

Raise your hand if you can give me an example of a common noun. Does everyone agree?  ---- Raise your hand if you can give me an example of a proper noun. --- Does everyone agree? --- I would like for everyone to take a look at the overhead. This is a list of common nouns I would like some examples of proper nouns to match these common nouns. As I am writing, I would like for each of you to copy them in your writing workshop notebooks. I’ll do the first one for you.  --- Now who will do the second one for us?  ---  (And so on…)  I have a stack of newspapers that I would like for you to come up and get, one row at a time.  Everyone needs to choose one article from the section you have. I want you to highlight in blue the common nouns and highlight in pink the proper nouns. After everyone has finished, I would like for a few of you to share some of your answers with the rest of the class.  --- Now do any of you have any questions about your assignment?  --- Let’s get started. You only have about 8 minutes to look through your articles.  ---Now that everyone has finished, do I have any volunteers to share their findings with the rest of the class?  ---  

I hope each of you realize how important it is to know the difference between common and proper nouns.  Just remember that proper nouns name a specific person, place, or thing and are ALWAYS capitalized. 

Please keep your lists from the transparency in your notebooks so that you can refer back to them when you need some help.

**I would follow up this lesson with some more capitalization practice. For example, book titles, days of the week, months of the year, and holidays.

**If newspapers are not available, magazines may be used.

