6th Grade Lesson Plan #3 – Science Fiction Mini-Unit 
Convention:  Vocabulary/Spelling within a Literature Context

The Green Book, Jill Paton Walsh

I. Summary:  Students will develop strategies for learning vocabulary and spelling within the context of literary review and relevance.  These strategies will be useful for development of independent study habits under many scenarios.
II.  Getting started/warm up:




15 minutes 
T: Yesterday you should have read chapters 1-2 of The Green Book. How many of you referred back to your vocabulary list and actually looked up or thought about the meaning of these words during or after or even before your reading?

S: We didn’t know we were supposed to……  

S: I did


T: Good, it is great that some of you were thinking ahead.  I had not specifically assigned you to do this, but I was curious if anyone would take the initiative on your own. 


T: ... Now let’s talk about the vocabulary words that were included in these first two chapters.  I have noted the respective page numbers for you already for easy reference.  Also, some of the words on this list will be spelling words as they are relevant to many texts and other studies.  Who wants to read the first sentence containing the first vocabulary word? 

S: I will - ….”as though someone had brushed it over with a layer of treacle”

T: Thank you. Who wants to try to put in words a general definition? 
S: Would it be like some kind of paste?

T: Well, what type of word is it?  Is it for example a noun, verb, adjective, or adverb?
S: Seems like a noun, but I don’t know what it means.....


T: Now, everyone look up this word in your dictionaries and tell me how many different meanings there are (note, there may only be one).
  noun:   an expression that is excessively sweet and sentimental 

  noun:   a pale cane syrup
T:  So, it is correct, treacle is a noun and in this instance the proper definition within the context of this book is pale cane syrup.  Probably, it is something very familiar to the characters in this book and in some ways similar to paste or a film that covers the picture.

T:  Now, why is this sentence so relevant to the story and the characters?

S:  Because the picture and the slides bring back memories of their mother and also are evidence of how the climate, atmosphere, and light have changed over time.   

T:  Excellent

III. Review from previous day: “Yesterday we formed groups to analyze special features of this book.  Now, get back into these groups and we will work together on the remaining vocabulary words for chapters 1 and 2.”
IV. Lesson Plan:






65 min
· “Does everyone have their vocabulary/spelling list and book?”
· “For each of the vocabulary words in the remainder of chapters 1 and 2, as a group, identify the type of word and best definition in relationship to the sentence in the book where the vocabulary word is found.”

· “Try to find a synonym that could be substituted in place of the vocabulary word and still have the sentence flow properly (this may not be possible for all words).  For example, a synonym for treacle could be syrup.”
· “Next, explain whether or not this word has any particular significance to the story, and if so, what?”

· “Are there any questions?” 

· “Tomorrow we will compare the group results and come to a class consensus.” 

· “Tonight read chapters 3 and 4 for homework so you will all be in the same place during our next class meeting.”
V. Points/Objectives of lesson:
· To learn specific independent strategies for the development of vocabulary within the context of literature.
· To improve spelling skills within the context of literature.

· To set up a framework for productive and supportive group collaboration and consensus.
· To encourage independent and proactive vocabulary development during reading.

Competency Goal 1.03: Interact appropriately in group settings by contributing relevant comments connecting personal experiences to content and monitoring own understanding of the discussion and seeking clarification as needed.
Competency Goal 6.01:  Demonstrate an understanding of conventional written and spoken expression by determining the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary words by using context clues, a dictionary, and/or other means.
Competency Goal 6.02:  Identify and edit errors in spoken and written English by reviewing and using common spelling rules.
NCTE/IRA Standards
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features.
7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems.  They gather, evaluate, and synthesize information.  They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.
11.  Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members          of a variety of literacy communities.

VI. Evaluation:  “While we are continuing to work on our group consensus definitions, you should also be studying and reviewing the words marked with an * as spelling words.  At the end of next week there will be a combination vocabulary/spelling test.”
VII. Materials needed:
· Individual copies of The Green Book
· Hand out – Vocabulary/Spelling Words
· Group worksheet/study guide for individual words
· Dictionaries and/or access to the Internet 
VIII. Guided Practice:  The warm-up activity is specific guided practice for this lesson.
IX. Independent Practice:   “Tomorrow be ready to come in with your own definitions for the words in the next chapters assigned, the classification of their use in the sentences, and their relevance to the book as applicable.  Please complete your responses on the hand-out provided and be prepared to discuss these within your groups and with the class as a whole.”
X.  Closure/Expectations:  
“Are there any more questions?”
10 minutes
Each day the groups will have some time to work on their group consensus definitions and relevancy.  Then, the discussion will open up to get a whole class definition to use as their study guide for the test.  The group consensus will also include definitions of the words that would be correct, but not necessarily appropriate within the context of the sentence from which they were found in The Green Book.
** Modification for Advanced Students:   “Research, on your own, the books referred to in The Green Book and rate them in order of importance to you as if you had to choose only one and evacuate earth.  If you could pick a second book of any kind or type (not one in the book), what would it be and why?”
Good on-line dictionary web sites for young adolescents include:

http://www.onelook.com/?w=treacle&ls=a
http://dictionarylink.com/
Word Definition Worksheet
1. Word:  _____________________________

2. List as many ways that this word can be used as found in your dictionary/on-line resource: (example noun, verb, adjective, adverb…)   

-

-

-

-

3. How is this word used in The Green Book referenced sentence? ________
4. List three definitions for this word that you feel are standard or typical (may or may not be relevant to its usage in this book)

5. What is the one best synonym that you think applies to this word as used within the context of this book?  ___________________________

6. Do you think this synonym could be substituted into the sentence and still have make sense with proper flow?   ______________

7. In your opinion, does this word have any particular relevance to the story line, plot, theme, characters, setting, or other aspect of The Green Book?   ________________ 

If so, please explain:
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