PROCEDURES MINILESSON

“Using the Internet to Find Resource Materials”

The purpose of this minilesson is twofold.  The first is to help students learn where to go on the internet to find reliable resource materials for both school and personal projects, and the second is for students to become comfortable researching on the internet.  Students will be given a list of useful search engines to help them locate research.
Sixth Grade Competency Goals

Goal 2  The learner will explore and analyze information from a variety of sources

2.01
Explore informational materials that are read, heard and/or viewed by:

· Reviewing the characteristics of informational works.

· Restating and summarizing information.

· Determining the importance of information.

· Making connections to related topics/information.

· Monitoring comprehension.

· Drawing inferences.

2.02
Using multiple sources of print and non-print information in developing informational materials such as brochures, newsletters, and infomercials by

· Exploring a variety of sources from which information may be attained
· Distinguishing between primary and secondary sources.

Goal 4  The learner will use critical thinking skills and create criteria to evaluate text and multimedia.

4.02
Develop and apply appropriate criteria to evaluate the quality of communication by 

· Using knowledge of language structure and literary or media techniques.
Materials Needed
Computer lab

Notebook

Pen/pencil

Handout
Time allotted:  
30 minutes

Guided Practice
‘This year you will be doing research projects throughout the year.  In order for you to research information on the internet efficiently, it’s important to know how to use a search engine.  Today we’re going to go to the Computer Lab and spend time using search engines so that you can become comfortable doing research.  The topic you are to research is events that happened the year that you were born.  I am passing out a list of search engines.  Please take one and pass the rest back to the person behind you.  I want you to try several of the search engines that are listed because you’re going to find that different search engines offer different web sites.  Bring paper and pencils with you to the lab so that you can make notes of the events that happened that year.  When you write down the event, make sure that you list the web address where you found the information.  Tomorrow in class we will all share our information.  I’ll be doing this assignment as well, so it should be fun to hear the different events that we find.  Many of you were born during the same year, so it will be interesting to see if you found the same information.  Be sure you save the list of search engines for future use.”
SUGGESTED SEARCH ENGINES
http://www.suite101.com





http://www.tekmom.com/search/
http://infoplease.com
http://www.awesomelibrary.org
http://www.ncwiseowl.com
http://www.ajkids.com
http://www.2facts.com
http://www.maps101.com
http://www.altavista.com
http://www.google.com
http://www.800go.com
http://www.excite.com
http://www.megaspider.com
http://www.NorthernLight.com
http://www.questfinder.com
http://www.yahoo.com
http://www.encyclopedia.com
http://www.findarticles.com
http://www.brittanica.com
http://www.encarta.com
http://www.go.grolier.com
http://www.refdesk.com
http://www.noodletools.com/
http://www.ipl.org
