Concept under investigation
Effective reading strategies to help students become better readers will be addressed in this lesson. The strategy is called think-aloud.
Place in curriculum
Day 1 of 15-day thematic unit entitled Transitions: Dealing with Change

Competencies and Skills
Competency Goal 5: the learner will respond to various literary genres using interpretive and evaluative processes

· 5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive reading program by:

· Using effective reading strategies to match type of text

· Engaging in small group discussions.

· Analyzing the effects on text of such elements as plot, theme, point of view, characterization, mood, and style

· Analyzing themes and central ideas in literature and other texts in relation to personal issues/experiences.

Diversity Objective
This lesson can be modified for slow readers by slowing down the delivery. Students will be allowed to work in cooperative groups creating a socially constructed learning environment. This lesson provides opportunities for English language learners to enhance their developing language capabilities in context.
Other Goals/objectives

Students will be able to:

· Model the effective reading strategy of think-alouds
· Develop ability to monitor reading comprehension
· Use various types of responses to text

· Vocalize about the text

Responsive pedagogy strategy

The delivery of this lesson requires oral communication between the students and the teacher. Students will develop an understanding of the types of images and questions they need to be thinking about while they are reading. This is designed to promote a foundation for better comprehension, help students develop critical thinking skills, and practice active listening.
Materials needed

Copies of the poem, “One Step Backward Taken,” by Robert Frost
Overhead projector 

Transparency with poem 

Song lyrics for student activity

Highlighter Pens

White board

Initiating activity

Teacher: Tell me some strategies you use when you read. For instance, do you ask yourself questions, make notes, or use some other strategy to generate an interaction with what you read?
Student: You mean like making bookmarks or something?

Teacher: yes, book marking is a strategy we have used.

Student: We have also used sticky notes to mark important passages and literature circles.

Teacher: Today we are going to add a new technique. It is called think-aloud. 
Procedures

Teacher will distribute copies of poem. The transparency will be displayed on the overhead projector. Each student will receive a highlighter. 

Teacher: I have given each of you a copy of a poem and a highlighter. We are going to use a poem but you can use the same strategies when you read any text.  
I will read the poem in sections. I will stop when I want to share an image, picture, or feeling about what I am reading. We will practice with this poem and then you will work in groups using another text. (Teacher begins to read)

· “One Step Backward Taken”

· Teacher: I am thinking about the title and wondering what it could mean. What clues do I receive from it about the content? The writer is writing about taking ONE step back. That could have many interpretations. I need to read more before I draw any conclusions

· “Not only sands and gravels were once more on their travels

· Teacher: The author is describing the movement of the sand and gravel. I see sand, a beach. I can feel the sand between my toes and I smell the sea air.

· “But gulping muddy gallons (pause) Great boulders off their balance (pause) bumped heads together dully and started down the gully.

· Teacher: Now I see a rock cliff that is very tall. I see the thick muddy water rushing down and moving the sand and gravel and trying to push the large stones. I can see the large rocks falling into the rushing water. 

· “Whole capes caked off in slices.”

· Teacher: I can see large portions of the bank dropping off into the rushing water. 

· “I felt my standpoint shaken in the universal crisis.”

· Teacher: I can feel the earth tremble beneath my feet as the pieces of the bank drop off.

· “But with one step backward taken I saved myself from going. A world torn loose went by me.”

· Teacher: This tells me that I saved myself from going over the edge of the bank by stepping back. I was close to the edge, on the brink of disaster but I calmly stepped back and averted trouble. 

· “Then the rain stopped and the blowing, and the sun came out to dry me.”

· Teacher: Up until this point I did not know it was raining. I knew that something was happening but I did not realize it was a storm. I feel the warmth of the sun on me though I am soaked to the skin. These last lines indicate a tremendous storm that I was standing in. 

Teacher: Ok, now I want you to highlight the places in the poem that brought an image to  you. There are many kinds of images. What were some you thought of?

Student: Sounds. I could hear sounds. We have a creek by our house that when it rains it gets really high. I have heard the water. It gets loud. 

Student: I could feel the mud. I have walked in the mud that has stuck to my feet, sticky and thick.

Student: How do you know when to stop reading? I don’t see it like that.

Teacher: This takes practice. That is why we are doing this exercise. I want you to practice. Reading is a skill that everyone and anyone can develop. We can all improve as readers. The most important thing to remember is that we must make a connection to what we read. The feelings, visual effects, and sounds are in the text. We just have to practice to make them come alive. When we read A Single Shard or any text in this class the focus is on understanding and connecting what we read so it makes sense to us. Everyone will perhaps see a slightly different picture but the overall meaning will be the same. Could this poem be interpreted in a different way? Is there more to the text than just simple visual images and the explicit or stated feelings? 
Student: Why can’t it just be the words? Why is it always more than what we read? 

Teacher: It doesn’t have to be. We can accept the surface meaning if we want. The poet may not have intended us to analyze it. But what comes to mind with the last few lines? “I felt my standpoint shaken in the universal crisis (pause) But with one step backward taken I saved myself from going.” 

Student: I guess you might say the step back was a good decision

Teacher: Ok, what else. What does the decision imply?

Student: That if he didn’t step back he would have fallen. 

Teacher: Alright, could we apply this to our theme of transitions and change?

Student: I think that he means he was doing something which was dangerous and he thought he better step back and stop.

Student: I just like the images we started with, is that ok?

Teacher: Yes, that is fine as long as you see that we can find many different ways of interpreting what we read. When we pause and reflect on our reading and ask serious questions we may find more to the text than what is written. 
Teacher: Ok, we are going to try in our groups. I want you to use one of the song lyrics I have provided. 

Student: Songs? We are going to use songs.

Teacher: Songs are a great place to begin practicing this type of reading strategy. Many of you love music. When you hear a song it puts images or feelings in your mind. I want you to use your highlighters to highlight the places in the lyrics that create strong images in your mind. We will share this as a class when you are finished. (Teacher will walk around to the groups to help students.)
Closing

Teacher: Tomorrow we will share the results of your activity. If you did not finish you need to finish for homework. I hope this strategy helped you learn to visualize and interact with text. It is very important to make connections with what you read because reading can bring you so much enjoyment. It can transport you to places you have never been and put you in touch with feelings you would like to experience
Assessment

Assessment will be informal during the group activity. Students will be required to work co-operatively and stay on task. The ensuing discussion (whole class) will demonstrate the level of understanding and hopefully alleviate any problems students have faced. There will be a future assignment for reflective journal writing based on this activity.
Next Lesson

Students will engage in sharing the lyrics and their interpretations. 

“One Step Backward Taken”
Not only sands and gravels
Were once more on their travels,
But gulping muddy gallons
Great Boulders off their balance
Bumped heads together dully
And started down the gully.
Whole capes caked off in slices.
I felt my standpoint shaken
In the universal crisis.
But with one step backward taken
I saved myself from going.
A world town loose went by me. 
Then the rain stopped and the blowing,
And the sun came out to dry me.
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