Concept under investigation

This lesson plan will investigate the usage of who, which and that. 
Place in curriculum
Day 10 of a 15-day thematic unit entitled Transitions: Dealing with Change
Competencies and Skills
Competency goal 6: the learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.

· 6.01 Model an understanding of conventional written and spoken expression by:

· Using pronouns correctly, including clear antecedents and correct case.

· 6.02 Continue to identify and edit errors in spoken and written English by:

· Using common spelling rules, applying common spelling patterns, and developing and mastering an individualized list of words that are commonly misspelled.

Diversity Objective

This lesson is designed to assist students in the writing process. The reference sheet will be a permanent part of their folder. The group work will enable students to assist each other in the guided practice fostering a social environment. English language learners will have an opportunity to develop language skills. 
Other Goals/objectives

Students will be able to:

· Demonstrate ability to properly use the correct word (that, who, which)

Responsive pedagogy strategy

The lesson will be delivered as a mini-lesson leading into an opportunity for students to write in their journals. Students will take part in a question/answer session. They will be given a reference sheet for their writing folder. This will enable them to self-direct their learning as they refine their writing skills. 
Materials needed

Overhead projector

Handouts
Initiating activity

Teacher: I would like you to get out your writer’s folder. I have a new addition for you.
Procedures

Teacher: Today I am going to provide you with another reference sheet for your writer’s folder. We will talk about Who vs Which vs That and when it is appropriate to use which one. 
Student: Do we need to take notes? 

Teacher: No. I will give you the handout with the rules on it. When do you think it is appropriate to use the word “who?” For instance if I say: Julie is the one (who,that) likes ice cream. Which word sounds correct?

Student: I think they both sound ok. Julie is a person so we should use who
Teacher: Ok, how about this sentence: Julie is on the team (who, that) won the game. Which one is correct? 

Student: Well, we are still talking about Julie, right? No, are we wanting the word that goes with Julie or the team?

Teacher: that is our first rule. (writes on the overhead)
· Rule 1: Who refers to people. That and which refer to groups or things. 

In the first sentence, we were referring to a person, Julie. In the second sentence, we were referring to the team, which is a group. What about: I do not believe editorials (which,that) argue for racial differences in intelligence. 

Student: I think we could use that. 

Teacher: See if this clears up the matter. Let’s read rule 2.

· Rule 2: That introduces essential clauses while which introduces nonessential clauses.

Remember, essential clauses do not have commas surrounding them. Nonessential clauses do contain commas. Read it again. (Reads again). Without the that clause we wouldn’t know which editorials we were talking about. There are two more rules. I will read them and post them on the overhead. 

· Rule 3: If that has already been used in the sentence, use which to introduce the essential clause that follows.

· Example: That is a decision which you must make.

· Rule 4: If the essential clause starts with this, that these, or those, use which to connect.

· Example: Those concepts, which we just learned, will be applied to our journal writing. 
Any questions about who, which, or that? Place the sheet with the rules in your writer’s folder. Remember this is a reference for you, please use it. 
Teacher: I have a short practice activity for you to complete. You may work in groups of three and use your reference sheet.
Closing

Teacher: I would like for you to remember to refer to your references in your writer’s folder anytime you are doing an assignment. The pages I give you are good guides to help you with your writing. 
Assessment

Assessment will be an ongoing process. Students will be expected to demonstrate the concept mentioned above in their writing. The practice exercises will be collected. 
Next Lesson

Journal reflection

Who~ Which~ That
Rule 1: Who refers to people. That and which refer to groups or things.

· Example: Julie is the one who bought the dog.

Rule 2: That introduces essential clauses while which introduces nonessential clauses.

· Example: I do not believe editorials that argue for racial differences in intelligence.

Rule 3: If that has already been used in the sentence, use which to introduce the essential clause that follows.

· Example: That is a decision which you must live with for the rest of your life.

Rule 4: If the essential clause starts with this, that, these, or those use which to connect.

· Example: Those ideas which were discussed on Tuesday will be put in the minutes of the meeting.
*Note: essential clauses do not have commas surrounding them while nonessential clauses do contain commas.

*Source: The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation by Jane Straus. 2004.
WHO vs. WHICH vs. THAT Quiz
	Correct who, whom, that, or which in the following sentences. 

	1. Books have been discovered that address the horrors of the Salem witch trials. 

2. That book, which was discovered in the basement of the library, will be published next year. 

3. That is a book which I have not yet read. (CORRECT) 

4. The state law that banned logging ancient redwoods was put on the ballot by voter initiative. 

5. The state law to ban logging ancient redwoods, which began at the grassroots level, has gained the attention of lawmakers at the national level. (CORRECT) 

6. The wheelchairs in that corner, which are motorized, are helpful to those who live in urban areas. (CORRECT) 

7. The people who are on my list haven't shown up yet. 

8. The couple in the Halloween masks, who are my parents, left the party an hour ago. 

9. Officer, he is the one who stole my purse. 

	


	Correct who, whom, that, or which in the following sentences. 

	1. Don is the skydiver that broke his back last week. 

2. That is a problem that can't be solved without a calculator. 

3. That is a promise which cannot be broken. 

4. The domino theory, that stated that when one country fell to Communism others in the area would likely fall, was used as an argument to continue the Vietnam War. 

5. The game which intrigues Gretchen the most is dominoes. 

6. Gandhi, who was a role model for nonviolence to millions, was assassinated. 

7. The tomatoes which grow in her garden are unlike those you buy in a store. 

8. The tomatoes from her garden, which grew larger than those in the grocery store, were sweet and ripe. 

9. The baker that baked that bread should win an award. 

	


**Source: The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation by Jane Straus. 2004.

	Answers 

	1. Don is the skydiver who broke his back last week. 

2. That is a problem which can't be solved without a calculator. 

3. That is a promise which cannot be broken. (CORRECT) 

4. The domino theory, which stated that when one country fell to Communism others in the area would likely fall, was used as an argument to continue the Vietnam War. 

5. The game that intrigues Gretchen the most is dominoes. 

6. Gandhi, who was a role model for nonviolence to millions, was assassinated. (CORRECT) 

7. The tomatoes that grow in her garden are unlike those you buy in a store. 

8. The tomatoes from her garden, which grew larger than those in the grocery store, were sweet and ripe. (CORRECT) 

9. The baker who baked that bread should win an award. 

	Answers 

	1. Books have been discovered that address the horrors of the Salem witch trials. 

2. That book, which was discovered in the basement of the library, will be published next year. 

3. That is a book which I have not yet read. (CORRECT) 

4. The state law that banned logging ancient redwoods was put on the ballot by voter initiative. 

5. The state law to ban logging ancient redwoods, which began at the grassroots level, has gained the attention of lawmakers at the national level. (CORRECT) 

6. The wheelchairs in that corner, which are motorized, are helpful to those who live in urban areas. (CORRECT) 

7. The people who are on my list haven't shown up yet. 

8. The couple in the Halloween masks, who are my parents, left the party an hour ago. 

9. Officer, he is the one who stole my purse. 


**Source: The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation by Jane Straus. 2004.
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