Guidelines for Readers’ Workshop

We will have the readers’ workshop every Tuesday and Thursday for about half the period.

You may read anything you’d like within these limitations: it must be a book (no magazines).  You may chose fiction novels, autobiographies/biographies, or nonfiction books.  I would encourage you to read novels and biographies because the type of reading they require will help you with your comprehension and fluency.

When the bell rings, you should have a book in your hands and be ready to read.  We will go to the library every other Monday for you to check out books, or you may choose a book we have in the room or bring one from home.  If you begin a book and don’t like it, abandon it!  Life is too short and the world too full of too many good books to spend time reading one you don’t like (unless you have to, of course).

Additionally, you are expected to read a minimum of a half hour each night, five nights per week.

Reading responses and light record keeping required.  Pay careful attention:

You need a folder or section of your notebook to use just for the purpose of keeping responses to your reading.  You are required to make at least three entries per week.  All entries should include the date and title of the book.

What you write in the log does not have to be in response to the book you are reading, but it should be about what you want to preserve or remember as a reader and writer.  Written entries are your thoughts, reactions, interpretations, questions to what you are reading, what you are writing, and what you are observing in the world around you.  Try to tie them together.  Your comments may also be in response to the author’s process as a writer and your process as a reader, writer, and learner.

These logs will be shared with me, with other students, and possibly with your family members.  You will be responded to; a real person will write you back.  And you may write someone else back in response to his/her log.

Also, you are to keep a list of all the books you read this semester.  Enter the title of the book on the date you finish reading it.  You may use the form provided.

Record of Finished Books
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